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Comments on Draft Scoping Plan

New York State Academy of Family Physicians (NYSAFP)

Request to have a NYSAFP representative to include on the Climate Action Council

The NYSAFP mission is to empower family physicians, residents, and students to lead through advocacy, education, and mentorship to improve the lives of our members and our patients guided by principles of inclusivity and community.

Family Doctors are in a unique position to identify and meet the needs of  individual patients  continuity of care and the long-term confidential and trusting relationship which develops from continuous care over an extended period. Additionally, Family Physicians are uniquely positioned to identify needs of the practice population, and the community by working with a variety of partners in the community, public health sector and hospital system.

The Academy represents family physicians across the state. NYSAFP has addressed the health impacts of climate change and embraces  health equity through climate action at the state level.  We request representation on the Climate Action Council to contribute our expertise to state action on climate change and to further our mission of promoting the general health through various areas of activity including addressing health impacts of climate.

Comments on Environmental and Health Data for Quantifying Benefits of Climate Action Policy

Two selected health outcomes have been included in the Draft Scoping Plan and considered relevant to for Climate Policy: Asthma and Cardiovascular Disease. 

Additional  conditions to  consider are:

-Higher COVID19 Date Rate linked to air pollution

Long-term exposure to air pollution, even at concentrations below U.S. Environmental Protection Agency regulatory standards, is associated with higher COVID-19 morbidity and mortality among hospitalized patients and underscores the importance of continuing to enforce existing air pollution regulations to protect human health both during and after the COVID-19 crisis and for future pandemics.

- Air pollution linked to Dementia 

Evidence is emerging that greater exposure to airborne pollutants is associated with increased risk of dementia. Pollution may take a greater cognitive toll on the disadvantaged communities in part because they are more likely to live in places with higher PM2.5 exposures, such as near major roadways or ports.

Comments on Climate Justice Working Group (CJWG) Disadvantaged communities

Thirty five percent (35%) of the benefits from clean energy investments must go to disadvantaged communities under the Climate Act. The Academy recommends increasing the goal to forty percent (40%).

Composting and Greenhouse Gas Emissions Waste 

The CJWG group cited decreasing waste as a priority. The Group identified  improving recycling and distributing excess edible food from restaurants, hospitals, and other entities to people in need as strategies which could help reduce the amount of food which ends  up in  landfills. However, there is no mention of composting,  which is an easy and effective method of carbon sequestration and soil heath. 

There are a small number of private companies across the state that collect food scraps from households to compost, however only those who can afford a monthly fee and are motivated are enrolled. State programs are necessary that subsidize  composting. Furthermore, waste removal companies should be required to collect compostable material and incented to make compostable material available to anyone who wants such material. 

	Table 1: Climate Change and Health Resources for Family Medicine Educators

	General resources 
	

	Medical Society Consortium on Climate and Health
	Webinars

	Project Echo
	Webinars

	Global Consortium on Climate and Health Education 
	Courses, core competencies

	Climate Resources for Health Education
	Case studies, slide decks

	University of Minnesota 
	Slide decks

	Global Climate Change and Human Health: Science to Practice. (Lemery et al.)
	Textbook

	Planetary Health, Protecting Nature to Protect Ourselves. (Myers et. al)
	Textbook

	Undergraduate medical education 
	

	Planetary Health Report Card 
	Needs assessment

	MS4SF’s Guide to Climate and Health Curriculum Reform in Medical Schools
	Sample syllabi

	Graduate medical education
	

	University of Colorado National Climate and Health Science Policy Fellowship
	1-year post-graduate training program

	Medical Society Consortium on Climate and Health and National Medical Association's Climate and Health Equity Fellowship 
	10-month post-graduate training program

	Continuing medical education
	

	University of Colorado Diploma in Climate Medicine
	300-hour diploma consisting of 3 separate certificates for health professionals

	Yale University Climate Change and Health Certificate
	18-week online certificate for professionals from all sectors

	Healthcare sustainability
	

	Healthcare Without Harm 
	Technical support in sustainability

	Practice Greenhealth
	Technical support in sustainability

	My Green Doctor
	Technical support in sustainability
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