
Good afternoon, my name is Rhiannon Sisson, owner of Sisson’s Chain Saws and Stoves in Bolivar, NY and as a business owner and a resident of NY, I’m here today to voice opposition to the Draft Scoping Plan.  

I strongly support Climate Advocacy and the quest to lower emissions. Our business has been open since April of 1981. We currently employ 10 people full time, all of whom support families, and most of our employees have been with us for over 10 years.  We specialize in power equipment, lawn and garden equipment, sport utility vehicles and specialty fireplace products such as wood, pellet and natural gas fueled fireplaces, stoves, and inserts.  
The Climate Action Councils Draft Scoping Act as it stands now will have a severe negative impact on our business.  70% of the stoves, fireplaces and inserts we sell are products that use natural gas or propane, which our customer use as either primary or supplementary heating sources for their homes.  These heating products alone account for approximately half a million dollars in sales to our business every year not including the venting components, accessories, and installation costs of these products, which brings that number closer to ¾ of a million dollars.  If this scoping plan is implemented as written, that income will be GONE!  
Furthermore, these units are not just decorative, these appliances are heavily regulated by the EPA and are designed to be efficient heat sources that can burn during power outages, which happen frequently in NY.  
By banning the use of natural gas and propane in NY a reliable and efficient source of heat will be taken away from all residents in this state while destroying numerous small businesses just like ours. 

We will be forced to let go half of our employees, drastically scale back the products and services we offer, and lose an enormous amount of income.  That’s 10 families—10 residents of this state— that will be negatively impacted by this draft scoping plan, not to mention the periphery business that will be impacted as well: plumbers, sales reps, contractors, masons and more.  That may not seem like much to you but there are thousands of businesses across this state just like mine that will be forced to do the same thing.   New York State makes doing business difficult enough through high taxes, regulations, and mandates.  The pandemic had a dramatic negative effect on small business in this state. This Draft Scoping Plan will raise the cost of doing business in NY even more, while taking away one of our biggest sources of revenue. By eliminating 70% of our hearth business and pushing forced electrification, we- could be forced completely out of business within the next 8-10 years.   Higher costs and less profit causes economic leakage and leads New York businesses to closing their doors.

This brings me to how this act will impact me as a homeowner and those who live in our surrounding communities.  Our home and business are located in Allegany County in the town of Bolivar.  Our county is very rural, poor and lacking in industry and retail business.  15.1% of our population lives below the poverty line with the state average being 12.7%. The median household income in Allegany County is $51,227, the state average is $71,117.  Why are these figures significant?  Because while you talk about environmental justice, the poor and low-income residents of this state will be hit the hardest by this Draft Scoping Plan.  The push to ban all fossil fuels and force everyone to electrification will cause utility prices to rise, as we saw happen so dramatically in January of this year, along with the costs associated with making homes and transportation all electric.  This plan could also be considered a regressive tax.  
Furthermore, the electric infrastructure in our state is not yet able to handle the capacity of forced electrification.  In all seasons, we experience frequent outages and grid unreliability in NY, especially in extreme weather conditions.  Natural Gas is 99% storm proof. This unreliability is one of the main reasons people opt for natural gas and propane heating products.  In our harsh winters, they need a heat source that will work, especially the poor and elderly among us.  
We are already seeing a rise in utility costs due to the pandemic, closed pipelines, demand, and inflation; these costs will only continue to get worse when residents are forced into electrification.  The basic law of supply and demand states that when supply levels go down and demand stays the same prices go up.  What will happen when supply and reliability go down and demand for electricity goes up?  Prices will drastically increase and place an even bigger financial burden on the residents of this state.  The lack of true cost analysis by the Climate Action Council and the impact on consumers is cause for serious concern and just one of many reasons why this Draft Scoping Plan needs to be rewritten.

We are not against low carbon energy.  This is an important issue that needs to be addressed, but it needs to be done without hasty benchmarks and mandates.  We need to consider multiple clean fuel options and not take away a consumer’s right to choose.  We need efficient and reliable energy sources, not rising costs, economic leakage, and job loss.  It is for these reasons and so many more that as a small business owner and home owner in NY I strongly oppose the Draft Scoping Plan put forth by the Climate Action Council.

I appreciate your time and hope that you will take our concerns about this policy under serious consideration.

Thank You.    
